
UNLEASHING THE 

POWER OF COMMUNITY
Lesley Riddoch



A QUINE AT ORDIQUILL



NORTHERN 

NEIGHBOURS



NORDIC HORIZONS
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MEANS 
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NORWAY SCOTLAND
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Norway 

429

Scotland 

32

COUNCILS ARE

COMMUNITIES



Wick 1900 Hammerfest 1900

A TALE OF 

TWO TOWNS



ENERGIHUSET KVALSUND STRAIT

HAMMERFEST
TRANSFORMED BY ENERGY… 



AND 

HOUSING 



OLD LADY 

RESILIENCE



AND WICK ?



SCOTTISH  COUNCILS 
STATUS QUO & EUROPEAN AVERAGE



Country Number of 

municipalitie

s

Median 

population
Sq km

France 36781 380 11

Germany 12013 6844 15

Spain 8112 564 35

Italy 8100 2343 22

Belgium 589 11265 40

Norway 431 4439 465

Sweden 290 15039 672

Scotland 32 115000 990

Centralised Scotland



COMMUNITIES TO 

THE RESCUE



WEST WHITLAWBURN

COOPERATIVE



EIGG 



PAIRC



GOVANHILL BATHS



CULTYBRAGGAN PORTPATRICK

COMMUNITY 

SHARES



BUT IT CAN BE HARD 

GOING



DRUMCHAPEL 

PIONEERS 



CASTLE TOWARD



CARBETH

RAISED £2M



BUT BARRY DOWNS DIDN’T 

SURVIVE 



FOUNTAINBRIDGE

-- TEMPORARY SUCCESS



BRITAIN IS NOT A 

BOTTOM UP SOCIETY



SCOTLAND’S 

COMMUNITY FUTURE?




